J. V. FOIX AND EL PORT DE LA SELVA:

25 YEARS WITHOUT DREAMS

Literary route following in J. V. Foix’s footsteps through different places in El Port de la Selva, from the seaside promenade until Tamariua cove.

J. V. Foix was born in Sarrià, Barcelona, in 1893, and died in 1987. He was a poet influenced by the Noucentisme movement, but totally drawn to the avant-garde. He defined himself as a “researcher into poetry”. Before the Civil War he collaborated with different publications and wrote two books, but his work as a poet did not become widely recognised until the 1950s. He spent time in El Port de la Selva from 1924 onwards. The people, the places in the town, the coves and the imprint left on them by the passing of time were all present in this poet’s creative process, as can be seen in some of his texts.

Point 1. Start at the seaside promenade (Passeig Marítim). This literary route takes in some of the places Foix frequented in El Port de la Selva and included in his writings. We start our route at the end of the promenade, at the tamarisk trees.

Municipal Library. Following the promenade, you can stop off at the Municipal Library if you would like to read or take a look at some of Foix’s books. You will also find a map of the entire route and a bust of the poet.

Point 2. Monolith in Avinguda de J. V. Foix. After passing the old Cannon, cross the street and turn left, where you will find the Avinguda de J. V. Foix monolith. The poet often talked about the changes brought about by tourism.

Point 3. Cafè de la Marina. Continue along the same street until you reach the end, where you will find the sign for this route. Cafè de la Marina was the setting of many of Foix’s anecdotes and texts, and was also mentioned by other writers such as Josep Maria de Sagarra. 

Point 4. Hotel Comerç. Continue to the entrance of the Sala de Ball, where the Hotel Comerç used to stand. Foix stayed there from 1924 until 1947. 

Point 5. Church of Nostra Senyora de les Neus. Take Cantó de Torelló to Carrer de Sant Baldiri, in front of the church. This church was built in the 18th century. It is a place that inspired several of Foix’s texts.

Point 6. Moll de la Timba. Go down Cantó de l’Església and then take Carrer de l’Illa to Moll de la Timba, where Cafè de los Bienvenidos stood in the 1920s. Foix placed four painters and their different interpretations of the same reality in this wharf. 

Point 7. Plaça de Pol Nadal i Mallol. Continue along Carrer de l’Illa until you reach Plaça de Pol Nadal i Mallol. This was the location of the Racó de les Bicicletes, the starting point of a passage in the book The star of Mr. Perris (L’estrella d’En Perri s).

Point 8. Moll d’en Pere Pi. Walk along Carrer del Mar and then take Passeig del Mil·lenari, go past the pharmacy and you will reach the site of Pere Pi wharf, where Foix used to moor his boat.

Point 9. Foix’s House. Cross over to the other side of the street and take Cantó Puig d’en Mates, then cross Carrer Nou (known as Carrer del Mig in Foix’s writings) and until you reach nearby Carrer de la Unió. You will see the sign indicating Casa de Foix just past number 90. 

Point 10. Port de Reig. Go down the steps leading to Port de Reig. This place, so close to Foix’s house, was the setting for many of his texts.

Point 11. Les Clisques cove. Walk along Carrer del Mar, continuing along Carrer de la Lloia and pass in front of the school. When you come to the end of the town, take the road that leads to Tamariua cove. Take a break after you pass El Pas cove. This is a good place to evoke the well-known Nadales (Christmas poems) by Foix. 

Point 12. Tamariua cove. Continue along the road until you reach the Tamariua cove car park, where this route finishes with a text from The star of Mr. Perris (L’estrella d’en Perris). 
